
Official Certificate for the Entry into the Union of Certain Food or Feed of Non-Animal Origin – 

notes on completion 

General 

 To positively select any option, please tick or mark the relevant box with a cross (X). 

 

 ‘ISO’ means the international two-letter code for a country 

 

 For boxes I.15, I.18 and I.20 only one of the options may be selected 

 

 The boxes are compulsory, unless the notes below say otherwise 

 

 If, after the certificate has been issued, there are changes to the consignee, the entry border 

control post (BCP) or the transport details, then the operator responsible for the 

consignment must advise the competent authority of the Member State of entry. Such a 

change shall not result in a request for a replacement certificate. 

 

 When the certificate is created on TRACES-NT, the following applies: 

 

- The entries or boxes in Part I constitute the data dictionaries for the electronic version of 

the official certificate; 

- The sequence of boxes in part I of the model official certificate and the size and shape of 

those boxes are indicative; 

- Where a stamp is required, its electronic equivalent is an electronic seal. Such seal shall 

comply with the rules for the issuance of electronic certificates referred to in Article 

90(f) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625. 

 

Part I: Details of the dispatched consignment 

Box What needs to be entered 
 

Country The name of the third country issuing the certificate 
 

Box I.1 Consignor/Exporter: the name and address (street, city and region, province or 
state, as appropriate) of the natural or legal person dispatching the consignment 
that must be located in the third country. 
 

Box I.2 Certificate reference No: the unique mandatory code assigned by the competent 
authority of the third country in accordance with its own classification. 
This box is compulsory for all certificates not created on TRACES-NT (certificates 
created on TRACES-NT will be allocated a reference number) 
 

Box I.2.a IMSOC reference No: the unique reference code automatically assigned by IMSOC 
(TRACES-NT), if the certificate is created on TRACES-NT. 
This box must not be completed if the certificate is not created on TRACES-NT.  



Box I.3 Central competent authority: name of the central competent authority in the third 
country issuing the certificate 
 

Box I.4 Local competent authority: if applicable, the name of the local authority in the third 
country issuing the certificate 
  

Box I.5 Consignee/Importer: name and address of the natural or legal person to whom the 
consignment is intended in the EU Member State. 
 

Box I.6 Operator responsible for the consignment: the name and address of the person in 
the European Union in charge of the consignment when presented to the BCP and 
who makes the necessary declarations to the competent authorities either as the 
importer or on behalf of the importer. 
 
This box is optional on the certificate. If it is completed then it should be the name 
and address of the forwarding agent/importer in the EU who will be declaring the 
products to the BCP. 
 

Box I.7 Country of origin: the name and ISO code of the country where the goods are 
originating from, grown, harvested or produced. 
 

Box I.8 Not applicable 
 

Box I.9 Country of destination: the name and ISO code of the European Union country of 
destination of the products. 
 

Box I.10 Not applicable 
 

Box I.11 Place of dispatch: the name and address of the holdings or establishments from 
which the products come from. 
The place where the products were loaded into the container. 
Any unit of a company in the food or feed sector. Only the establishment shipping 
the products is to be named. In the case of trade involving more than one third 
country (triangular movement), the place of dispatch is the last third-country 
establishment of the export chain from which the final consignment is transported 
to the European Union. 
 

Box I.12 Place of destination: this information is optional on the certificate. For imports leave 
this blank. 
 
For the placing on the market: the place where the products are sent for final 
unloading. Give the name, address and approval number of the holdings or 
establishments for the place of destination, if applicable. 
 

Box I.13 Place of loading: not applicable 
 

Box I.14 Date and time of departure: the date when the means of transport departs 
(aeroplane, vessel, railway or road vehicle) 
 

Box I.15 Means of transport: means of transport leaving the country of dispatch. 
 



Mode of transport: aeroplane, vessel, railway, road vehicle or other. ‘Other’ means 
modes of transport not covered by Council Regulation (EC) No 1/2005 
 
Identification of the means of transport: for aeroplanes the flight number, for 
vessels the ship name(s), for railways the train identity and wagon number, for road 
transports the registration number plate with trailer number plate if applicable. 
 
In the case of a ferry, state the identification of the road vehicle, the registration 
number plate with trailer number plate if applicable, and the name of the scheduled 
ferry. 
 

Box I.16 Entry BCP: state the name of the BCP and its identification code assigned by IMSOC 
(TRACES-NT) 
 

Box I.17 Accompanying documents:  
 
Laboratory report: indicate the reference number and the date of issuance of the 
report/results of laboratory analyses referred to in Article 10 of Implementing 
Regulation (EU) 2019/1793 (for those products that require a laboratory report) 
 
Other: the type and reference number of document must be stated when a 
consignment is accompanied by the other documents such as a commercial 
document (for example, the airway bill number, the bill of lading number or the 
commercial number of the train or road vehicle). 
 

Box I.18 Transport conditions: category of required temperature during the transport of 
products (ambient, chilled, frozen). Only one category may be selected. 
 

Box I.19 Container No/Seal No: if applicable, the corresponding numbers. 
 
Container number - the container number must be provided if the goods are 
transported in closed containers. 
 
Seal number – only the official seal number must be stated. An official seal applies if 
a seal is affixed to the container, truck or rail wagon under the supervision of the 
competent authority issuing the certificate. 
 

Box I.20 Goods certified as: state the intended use for products  
 
Human consumption: concerns only products intended for human consumption. 
 
Feedingstuff: concerns only products intended for animal feed. 
 

Box I.21 Not applicable 
 

Box I.22 For internal market: for all consignments destined to be placed on the market in the 
European Union. 
 

Box I.23 Total number of packages: the total number of packages. 
 
In the case of bulk consignments, this box is optional. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:02005R0001-20191214&qid=1584012663184&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R1793&qid=1584012442554&from=EN


Box I.24 Quantity: weights, complete the total net weight box and the total gross weight 
boxes 
 
Total net weight: this is defined as the mass of the goods themselves without 
immediate containers or any packaging (in kilograms). 
 
Total gross weight: overall weight in kilograms. This is defined as the aggregate 
mass of the products and of the immediate containers and all their packaging, but 
excluding transport containers and other transport equipment. 
 

Box I.25 Description of goods: State the relevant Harmonised System code (HS code) and the 
title defined by the World Customs Organisation as referred to in Council Regulation 
(EEC) No 2658/87 (latest amended version). 
The customs description shall be supplemented, if necessary, by additional 
information required to classify the products. 
 
Indicate the species, types of products, the number of packages, type of packaging, 
batch number (identification code which must be on the packaging also), net 
weight, and final consumer (i.e. products are packed for direct sale to the final 
consumer/caterers). 
 
Type of packaging: Identify the type of packaging according to the definition given 
in Recommendation No 21 of UN/CEFACT (United Nations Centre for Trade 
Facilitation and Electronic Business). 
 

 

Part II: Certification 

This part must be completed by a certifying officer authorised by the competent authority of the 

third country to sign the official certificate, as provided for in Article 88(2) of Regulation (EU) 

2017/625. 

Box What needs to be entered 
 

Box II Health information: depends on the product 
 
Select among points II.2.1, II.2.2, II.2.3 and II.2.4 the point corresponding to the 
category of product and the hazard for which the certification is given. 
 
If the official certificate is not created on TRACES-NT then the statements which are 
not relevant must be crossed out, initialled and stamped by the certifying officer, or 
completely removed from the certificate. 
 
If the official certificate is created on TRACES-NT then the statements which are not 
relevant must be crossed out or completely removed from the certificate. 
 

Box II.a Certificate reference No: same reference code as in box I.2 
 

Box II.b IMSOC reference No: same reference code as in box I.2.a. Only mandatory for 
official certificates issued in IMSOC (TRACES-NT) 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:01987R2658-20200101&qid=1584012743829&from=EN
https://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/cefact/recommendations/rec21/rec21rev1_ecetrd195e.pdf


Certifying 
officer: 

Official of the competent authority of the third country authorised to sign official 
certificates by such authorities: 
Indicate the name in capital letters, qualification and title (where applicable), 
identification number and original stamp of the competent authority and date of 
signature. 

 


